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I have al-
ways been in-
trigued that
the day after
Christmas we
celebrate the
feast of Saint
Stephen, the

first martyr, the first to give
His life for Christ and His
Gospel. As soon as we cele-
brate the savior's birth we are,

so to speak, reminded of the
cost of discipleship, the cost of
becoming a companion to the
savior and sharing in His mis-
sion. The word martyr means
witness. We are not ail called
to 1ay down our life literaliy as

Stephen did, but we are called
to witness to our faith, to lead
others to Christ by our words
and deeds.
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